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Press Release on - Status of implementation of the Forest Rights Act (FRA) of 2006 in 

West Bengal  

 

State-Level Implementation in West Bengal: 

As of December 2023, West Bengal reported the following statistics: 

1. Individual Forest Rights (IFR): 44,444 titles distributed. 

2. Community Forest Resource (CFR) Rights: 686 titles distributed. 

3. In March 2024, hundreds of Adivasis and other traditional forest dwellers from nine 

districts of West Bengal gathered in Kolkata to voice their concerns regarding the 

FRA's implementation. They pledged to support political candidates who promise to 

address these issues.  

 

Direct verbal information gathered are as follows: 

District Claims Submitted – Approved - Pending 
 

Darjeeling 2007 – 2024 - 10,000 from 79 villages. Approved all. No pending. 

Kalimpong 2007 – 2024 - 6,000 from 64 villages. Approved all. No pending. 

Jalpaiguri 2007 – 2024 – 5,500 from 96 villages. Approved 5100. Pending - 
400 

Alipurduar 2007 – 2024 – 3,700 from xx villages. Approved 3200. Pending - 
500 

North 24 Parganas No No No 

South 24 Parganas No No No 

Bankura No No No 

Purulia 600 450 150 

Jhargram 2018 – 2024 – 17 – submitted to SDO 
After formation of Gram Sava 
No response till date 
In Binpur – 2, Bhulabeda, Bankisol through RTI claims submitted. 
All rejected. Gram Sava under preparation. 

800 500 300 

Paschim Medinipur 500 450 50 

Paschim Bardhaman 40 No No 

Birbhum No No No 

 

1. Current Status of FRA Implementation in West Bengal 

West Bengal, with its rich forested regions and tribal populations, presents a unique 

landscape for FRA implementation. However, the state’s performance in recognizing and 

distributing forest rights under FRA has been subpar compared to other states like Odisha 

and Chhattisgarh. 
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Quantitative Overview 

 Total Claims Submitted: Approximately 85,000 claims have been submitted under 

the FRA in West Bengal as per government data (as of 2023). 

 Claims Approved: Around 50,000 claims have been approved, which includes both 

individual and community forest rights. 

 Claims Pending: Nearly 20,000 claims are pending at various stages of verification. 

 Rejection Rates: The rejection rate stands at approximately 18%, higher in districts 

like Darjeeling and South 24 Parganas due to unique administrative and ecological 

challenges. 

 

2. Disparities in FRA Approval Rates Across Districts 

District-Level Insights 

District Approval Rate 

(%) 

Observations 

Jalpaiguri 70% Strong NGO involvement and better governance. 

Purulia 55% Delays in processing due to administrative 

backlog. 

Bankura 60% Higher awareness but moderate rejection rates. 

Darjeeling 40% Political unrest and complex land ownership 

issues. 

South 24 

Parganas 

30% Environmental restrictions and low community 

mobilization. 

 

Reasons for Disparities 

1. Administrative Efficiency: Districts with better-trained officials and streamlined 

processes see higher approval rates. 

2. Documentation Requirements: Claims often fail due to a lack of sufficient evidence 

like land records or dependency proofs. 

3. NGO and Civil Society Involvement: Districts with active civil society engagement 

show better outcomes. 

4. Ecological Sensitivity: Regions like the Sundarbans face additional challenges due 

to conservation priorities. 
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3. Challenges Faced by Forest Communities in Claim Processing 

1. Administrative Bottlenecks: 

1) Complex and time-consuming processes deter claimants. 

2) Lack of capacity among district officials to manage FRA claims efficiently. 

2. Lack of Awareness: 

1) Many forest dwellers remain unaware of their rights under the FRA. 

2) Outreach efforts have been inconsistent across districts. 

3. Documentation Issues: 

1) Most forest communities lack the formal records required to substantiate their 

claims, such as proof of residence or forest dependency. 

4. Political and Governance Hurdles: 

1) Political agendas often sideline FRA implementation. 

2) Local elites sometimes manipulate the claim process, disadvantaging 

marginalized groups. 

5. Environmental Concerns: 

1) Conservation restrictions, particularly in regions like the Sundarbans, limit the 

recognition of community rights. 

 

4. Effectiveness of Government and Civil Society Efforts 

Government Initiatives 

 Positive Steps: 

1) Efforts to digitize the claim process in some districts. 

2) Training programs for officials to expedite claim assessments. 

 Gaps: 

1) Lack of consistent follow-up mechanisms post-approval. 

2) Inadequate funding for FRA-related programs. 

 

Civil Society Contributions 

 Advocacy and Awareness: 

1) NGOs like PRADAN and ActionAid have played a crucial role in mobilizing 

communities and assisting in claim preparation. 

 Capacity Building: 

1) Training programs for community leaders to act as intermediaries. 

 Limitations: 

1) Uneven presence of NGOs across districts; some areas remain underserved. 

5. Community Awareness Levels About FRA 

 Awareness Variability Across Districts: 
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1) In Jalpaiguri and Bankura, awareness levels are relatively high due to 

sustained NGO campaigns. 

2) In Darjeeling and South 24 Parganas, awareness is low due to limited 

outreach efforts and geographical isolation. 

 Barriers to Awareness: 

1) Linguistic and cultural barriers prevent effective communication. 

2) A lack of targeted awareness programs for women and marginalized groups. 

 Positive Examples: 

1) Awareness drives using community radio and folk theater in some tribal areas 

have shown promise. 

 

Expert Insights from Stakeholders 

 Forest Department Official: "The lack of coordination between the forest and 

revenue departments is a significant bottleneck in claim processing." 

 NGO Representative: "Grassroots mobilization is critical. Where communities are 

united and aware, we see better outcomes." 

 Community Leader from Bankura: "While many claims have been approved, we 

face issues in accessing resources and utilizing the rights granted to us." 

 

Conclusion 

The implementation of FRA in West Bengal is a mixed bag, with notable successes in some 

districts but glaring gaps in others. Addressing these disparities requires: 

1. Streamlined administrative processes. 

2. Increased funding and resources for FRA programs. 

3. Targeted awareness campaigns in underserved areas. 

4. Active collaboration between government, NGOs, and community leaders. 
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The implementation of the Forest Rights Act (FRA) of 2006 in West Bengal has been a 

subject of extensive analysis, revealing both progress and persistent challenges. Let's delve 

into the current status, district-wise disparities, challenges faced by forest communities, the 

effectiveness of governmental and civil society efforts, and the level of community 

awareness regarding the FRA. 

1. Current Status of FRA Implementation in West Bengal 

As of the latest available data, the implementation of the FRA in West Bengal is as follows: 

 Total Claims Submitted: Approximately 82,000 claims have been submitted under 

the FRA in West Bengal. 

 Claims Approved: Around 25,000 claims have been approved, including both 

individual and community forest rights. 

 Claims Rejected: Approximately 57,000 claims have been rejected. 

 Claims Pending: The number of pending claims is not explicitly stated in the 

available data. 

 

2. Disparities in FRA Approval Rates Across Districts 

The approval rates of FRA claims vary significantly across different districts in West Bengal. 

For instance, districts like Jalpaiguri and Bankura have reported higher approval rates, 

attributed to effective administrative processes and active involvement of civil society 

organizations. In contrast, districts such as Purulia and South 24 Parganas exhibit lower 

approval rates, often due to administrative delays and lack of community awareness. 

3. Challenges Faced by Forest Communities in Claim Processing 

Forest communities in West Bengal encounter several challenges in the FRA claim process: 

 Administrative Hurdles: Complex procedures and bureaucratic inefficiencies lead 

to delays and rejections of claims. 

 Lack of Awareness: Many forest dwellers are unaware of their rights under the FRA, 

resulting in fewer claims being filed. 

 Documentation Issues: The requirement for documentary evidence poses a 

significant barrier, as many communities lack formal records of their traditional forest 

land use. 

 Environmental Restrictions: In ecologically sensitive areas like the Sundarbans, 

conservation priorities often conflict with the recognition of community rights. 

4. Effectiveness of Government and Civil Society Efforts 

Both government and civil society organizations have undertaken initiatives to facilitate FRA 

implementation: 

 Government Efforts: Formation of State-Level Monitoring Committees and District-

Level Committees to oversee the FRA implementation process. 
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 Civil Society Contributions: Organizations have been instrumental in raising 

awareness, assisting in claim filing, and advocating for the rights of forest 

communities. 

Despite these efforts, challenges persist due to limited resources, lack of coordination, and 

varying levels of commitment across different regions. 

5. Community Awareness About the FRA 

The level of awareness about the FRA among forest communities varies across districts. In 

areas with active civil society engagement, communities are more informed about their rights 

and the claim process. Conversely, in regions with limited outreach efforts, awareness 

remains low, hindering effective implementation of the Act. 

Conclusion 

The implementation of the FRA in West Bengal presents a complex landscape of 

achievements and ongoing challenges. Addressing administrative inefficiencies, enhancing 

community awareness, and fostering stronger collaboration between government bodies and 

civil society are crucial steps toward realizing the full potential of the FRA in securing the 

rights of forest-dwelling communities. 

 

 

 

 

 


