
Forest Rights Act, 2006: A Brief Overview 

The Forest Rights Act (FRA) of 2006, formally known as the Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest 

Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, is a significant piece of legislation enacted by the Indian Parliament 

to address historical injustices faced by forest-dwelling communities. The act acknowledges and legally 

empowers Scheduled Tribes (STs) and other traditional forest dwellers (OTFDs) by recognizing their rights to 

forest resources. 

Background and Need for FRA 

For centuries, indigenous and forest-dependent communities have lived in and relied on forests for their 

livelihood, cultural practices, and survival. However, during the colonial era and post-independence, their rights 

were often overlooked, leading to displacement, loss of livelihoods, and cultural erosion. The FRA was 

introduced to rectify these injustices by providing legal recognition to the rights of these communities. 

Key Provisions 

1. Individual and Community Rights: The FRA recognizes both individual and community rights. These 

include the right to hold and live in forest land under individual or common occupation, the right to 

cultivate, the right to own, collect, use and dispose of minor forest produce, and community rights such 

as grazing, fishing, and the use of traditional water bodies. 

2. Community Forest Resource (CFR) Rights: One of the most significant provisions of the FRA is the 

recognition of community rights over forests. This allows communities to protect, regenerate, and 

manage their forests, which has implications for conservation and sustainable management. 

3. Eligibility: The act applies to STs and OTFDs who have been residing in forests for three generations 

(75 years) prior to 13th December 2005. Claims under FRA are adjudicated by Gram Sabhas (village 

assemblies) which play a critical role in the process. 

4. Process of Recognition: The recognition of rights involves a multi-tiered process starting from the 

Gram Sabha to the District Level Committee, ensuring a participatory approach. 

Challenges and Implementation Issues 

Despite its progressive framework, the FRA has faced challenges in implementation. Issues such as lack of 

awareness, bureaucratic hurdles, and opposition from various stakeholders, including forest departments, 

have hindered its effective enforcement. Additionally, conflicts between conservation goals and the rights of 

forest dwellers have occasionally led to tensions. 

The Forest Rights Act, 2006, is a landmark legislation that seeks to correct historical wrongs by empowering 

forest-dependent communities. While it has made considerable strides, effective implementation and 

resolution of conflicts are essential to realize its full potential in ensuring justice and sustainable forest 

management. 

 


